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October 2nd 2026
MacMillan Grab and Go!  
Thank you for your cake baking, donations and buying cakes last week. We have sent a cheque to MacMillan for £427.29 which is a tremendous effort! 

Year 5 Handball
The weather was kind for Year 5 to learn more about Handball and have some games with Middleton in Teesdale Primary. I talked to a lot of our children afterwards who thoroughly enjoyed the sport. Ben, one of our regular coaches, praised both schools for their great sportsmanship. Well done Year 5!

Pink Run
The Turn Barney Pink 2026 campaign will officially take place from Friday, 3 October to Friday, 17 October 2026. Organized by the Teesdale branch of Cancer Research UK to celebrate their 52nd anniversary, this fortnight-long event turns the town into a corridor of pink to raise vital research funds.
We will be supporting the Turn Barny Pink 2026 campaign by taking part in our own Pink Run. This will take place on Tuesday 6th October during the afternoon on the school field for the whole school. All children are welcome to come into school wearing something pink (not to buy anything new-a pink accessory is perfect). This is a special event just for the children, so unfortunately parents and carers won’t be able to join us on the day. We know the children will have lots of fun taking part together, and we’ll make sure to capture plenty of lovely photos to share with you afterwards!
Donations welcome via the Just Giving link on Weduc or cash donations welcome - donations to the school office. 

Attendance
As we move towards the winter, DfE has asked us to share two useful resources with parents when deciding whether their child is well enough for school. Please see here and here.

Parents/Carer’s Evening
The booking system will open at 5pm on Friday. Appointments can be made through Arbor in the same way as last time. The information should appear on the homepage. If you have any issues booking a slot, please contact the School Office. 

Wraparound Care
Please ensure that children are booked into breakfast club, after school care or activity clubs via Arbor. We have increasing numbers accessing care and we need to ensure we have the correct ratios

Cross Country Run 
On Monday, six children from each year in Key Stage 2 will go to Cross Country at Staindrop for the annual Cross Country race. We have enjoyed good recent success in this event with some children qualifying for County Finals. Good luck everyone. 

Visit to the Bowes Museum for Year 1
Year 1 visited the Bowes Museum this week, they looked at the grounds to see what they are like in the present so they can compare how they have changed from the past. They also saw lots of flower beds, trees and the water fountain. Next week, Year 1 will be visiting St Mary’s Church, this will be on Monday afternoon after this week’s session was unfortunately cancelled.

Harvest Festival
On October 12th we will have a Harvest Festival. We will be collecting food donations for TCR Hub to distribute amongst our local community. We would welcome any donations before this date if you are able. Thank you. 

Christmas Fayre
I do not like mentioning Christmas at this time of year but we are keen to share the date of our Christmas Fayre – November 26th – and see if anyone would like a stall at the fayre. Please contact the School Office if you would like a stall. We have some new ideas this year which I am sure you will all enjoy. 

Attendance
Please find below our weekly attendance. Well done Year 1!

	Class
	Attendance this week (%)

	Reception
	96.6%

	Year 1
	98.3%

	Year 2
	94%

	Year 3
	93.5%

	Year 4
	93.6%

	Year 5
	97.9%

	Year 6
	86.6%

	
	

	Whole School %
	94.3%



Dates for the Diary
Oct 5th                             Cross country (selected pupils Y3-Y6) Staindrop Academy
Oct 6th                             Pink Run                            
Oct 12th – 13th                Parents/Carers Evening
Oct 16th                           Football World Cup Y5/Y6 selected pupils at Staindrop Academy
Oct 20th                           Kurling and Boccia Festival Year 1 (In school)
Oct 21st                           Year 6 Tag Rugby tournament (1pm)
Oct 22nd                          Halloween Parties (EYFS am/KS1pm)
Oct 23rd                          Cross Country Y3-Y6 (selected children) Staindrop Academy
Oct 23rd                           Halloween Parties (Y3/4 am/Y5/6pm)
Oct 26th – 30th               Half Term Holidays
Nov 2nd                           Teacher Training Day
Nov 3rd                            Children back to school
Nov 20th                          Children In Need
Nov 26th                          Christmas Fayre
Dec 4th                             Reception Nativity
Dec 10th                           Nursery Sing-along
Dec 11th                           Carol Service and Christmas Jumper Day
Dec 14th                           KS1 Nativity
Dec 15th                           KS1 Christmas Party
Dec 15th                           Panto at The Witham 1pm (R-Y6)
Dec 16th                           EYFS Christmas Party
Dec 16th                           Christmas Lunch
Dec 17th                           Y3 & Y4  Christmas Party
Dec 18th                           Y5 & Y6 Christmas Party
Dec 18th                           School break up
Jan 4th                              Staff Training Day
Jan 5th                              Children back to school






Mr. C Minikin, Head Teacher  

Please see the QR code for the School Lottery. The more players we have, the more we raise for the school and the bigger the prize fund.
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