
 

 

 

 

June 28th 2024 
BugFest! 
On Wednesday morning children from Nursery had a special visitor who had a range of insects from 
different countries. The children got to find out more about giant snails, millepedes, spiders and 
more. Some of the braver children, staff and parents even got to hold them. I was not too keen on 
the giant cockroach that was crawling up my arm when I popped in to visit! Well done Nursery! 
 
Year 2 at Hamsterley Forest 
Year 2 had a fun-filled day at Hamsterley Forest on Wednesday. They began the day with a bug 
hunt, identifying and classifying the mini-beasts we discovered in the forest. The children then 
moved down to the river where they used nets to carefully catch wildlife from the water. 
Afterwards, they were able to observe the creatures closely before putting them back in their 
natural habitat. After lunch, the children built some fantastic shelters for the animals, showing 
excellent teamwork. The children behaved impeccably throughout the day. Well done Year 2! 

Year 4 at Brightwoods 
On Tuesday Year 4 had a super day in the sunshine at Brightwoods. During the morning, they learnt 
about fire safety, used tools to light fires and boiled water in the kelly kettle. They developed their 
knot tying skills to create tripod stands. They used these stands to learn Viking weaving whereby 
strings were passed between children in a pattern. In the afternoon they had great fun playing in 
the stream! Well done Year 4! 
 
Sports Days 
Nursery Sports Day will take place on Tuesday July 2nd from 1.30pm -3pm and includes a family 
picnic. Mrs Patterson has shared information on this Pirate Themed Event! 
 
Sports Day for the rest of the school is on Wednesday July 3rd 1.30pm-3pm.  
 
We look forward to seeing you then. 
 
Oyster Catchers 
You may have seen two very noisy oyster catchers around the school over the past few weeks. 
Well, quite remarkably considering the noise and activity on the playground, they nested on the 
Round House. Over the past few days, an oyster catcher chick has arrived! Earlier in the week, all 
three birds were stationed on the Round House but on Thursday we noticed they had moved safely 
onto the field! 
 
Public Health Information 
Please see below some advice to share this week from Public Health Durham: 
 
Whooping Cough (Pertussis) 
We have recently seen cases of whooping cough (pertussis) rise across the North East. Whooping 
cough is caused by a bacterial infection and symptoms include: 
  

• a cough lasting several weeks following initial cold-like symptoms 

• prolonged bouts of coughing 

• post-coughing retching or vomiting 

• a ‘whoop’ sound on breathing in 



• rib pain 
  
For most school-aged children, symptoms will resolve over several weeks, but on occasion coughing 
can persist for a few months.  Young babies (particularly those under 6 months of age) may, 
however, be at risk of more severe complications. Further information can be found on the NHS 
website (https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/whooping-cough/).  
  
Advice for parents or guardians 
If your child has any of the symptoms described above, we advise you seek prompt medical advice 
from a GP.  Treatment for whooping cough depends on your age and how long you’ve had the 
infection.  Individuals are no longer considered to be infectious to others after 48 hours of 
treatment with antibiotics or, if untreated, 14 days after the start of their illness.  
  
If your child missed any of their infant or pre-school vaccines, or if you are pregnant and have not 
yet received the whooping cough vaccine during this pregnancy, we recommend that you arrange 
catch-up vaccination through your GP practice as soon as possible. 
 
Scabies 

Scabies is a skin infection caused by tiny mites that burrow in the skin.  
The symptoms of scabies are: 

• intense itching, especially at night 

• a raised rash or spots 
 
The rash usually spreads across the whole body, apart from the head and Scabies remains 
infectious until treated. 
 
Advice for parents or guardians 
If your child has any of the symptoms described above, we advise you seek prompt medical advice 
from a GP or pharmacist.  Affected individuals can attend settings with advice to avoid close 
physical contact with others until 24 hours after the first dose of chosen treatment. 
  
Young children not able to adhere to this advice due to their age (for example those under 5 years 
old) or additional needs, should be excluded from the setting until 24 hours after the first dose of 
chosen treatment. 
 
FOMS Summer Raffle 
All children will have received 2 books of raffle tickets for the FOMS annual Summer raffle. Please 
return the completed stubs and money received into the school office as soon as possible or return 
any unwanted tickets. Thank you. 
 
School Music Concert  
We would like to welcome the parents of children who learn Piano with Rosie, Brass with Mr 
Bradshaw and Woodwind with Mrs Unwin to come into school on Tuesday 16th July at 2pm to 
watch our school music concert.   
 
Monty Does the Movies  
A letter for this years ‘Monty Does the Movies’ performance has been distributed to Year 3 to Year 
6 children.  Please return your request slip as soon as possible.  
 
Attendance 
Please find below this week’s attendance and the year to date attendance. 
 
Class Attendance (%) 

Reception 94% 

Year 1 96.3% 

Year 2 91.7% 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fwhooping-cough%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cc.minikin100%40montalbo.durham.sch.uk%7C7ba53cd54e1344e9315208dc974b6973%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638551597381404647%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9DMMB7XKC1i6cc1yLruFvrtSosRqO8qwGpytVODb2VQ%3D&reserved=0


Year 3 96.1% 

Year 4 98.8% 

Year 5 96.2% 

Year 6 84.1% 

  

Whole School  94.2% 

 
 
Dates for the Diary  
July 2nd     Nursery Sports Day at 1.30pm 
July 2nd     Year 2 to Brightwoods 
July 3rd     Reception – Y6 Sports Day at 1.30pm 
July 4th     Year 6 to Brightwoods 
July 9th     Heavy Beat Brass Band visiting school 
July 9th     Year 3 to Brightwoods 
July 12th     Move Up Day  
July 15th     Monty Does the Movies rehearsal for Y3-6 
July 15th    Year 1 to Brightwoods 
July 16th and 17th    Monty Does the Movies at the Witham for Y3-6 
July 23rd    Leavers’ Assembly 9am and last day of term 
   
Mr. C Minikin    
Head Teacher   
 
 
Please see the QR code for the School Lottery. The more players we have, the more we raise for the 
school and the bigger the prize fund. 

 


