June 215t 2024

Reception New Starters’ Meeting

It was lovely to meet the parents/carers of our next Reception class this week and to welcome
them into Team Monty! | was delighted to be able to show them the extended provision we will
have from September, opening up the adjoining former IT suite to offer another Reception space
for water, sand, paint and messy activities! Thank you to Miss Lauder, Miss Henderson and Miss Lee
for preparing and sharing the information.

Nursery News

From September, we will be operating two rooms in Nursery instead of one. The children will have
access to our existing Nursery, with the roofing work expected to finish before the Summer
holidays. They will also have access to the room they are currently being taught in. Like the changes
mentioned above for Reception, this will create new opportunities to enhance teaching and
learning. More information on these arrangements will be shared in due course.

Good Luck Miss Gilmore

We have been delighted to support Miss Gilmore as part of her Teacher Training Degree from
Durham University. She has proved to be a very promising trainee and | know that our children in
Year 1 have formed very positive relationships with her. Today is her last day and we wish her well
for the rest of her course and the future.

| received a lovely email from Miss Neale who was teaching in Year 4 in the Autumn term. She has
secured her first teaching post in York, where she lives, in September.

Brightwoods

On Monday afternoon, Nursery class visited Bright Woods. The children learnt about different
pollinators and got to explore the amazing Bright Woods area, such as playing on the swings,
exploring the meadow, bird watching, bug hunting, playing by the river and so much more. They
then ended the afternoon by toasting marshmallows on the fire. A huge well done to the children
for being such superstars and for helping the adults up the hills on the way back; thank goodness
for our rocket boosters!!!! We were also very grateful to our adult helpers for giving up their time
to accompany us on our visit.

Year 5 had a great day at Bright Woods Forest School on Tuesday. They learnt about fire safety,
made their own 'fairy fires' and worked as a team to heat up water in the Kelly Kettle for their hot
chocolates. The children made dens and had a go at tying different knots. In the afternoon, they
had some free time, exploring the woodland area and playing in the river. A huge thank you to
Gemma and Louise for a fantastic day.

Postman Visit

Year 1 were visited today by Mr Layton in his Post Van to enhance their understanding of the postal
service. They have been learning about different ways we communicate with each other. Mr
Layton’s visit caused great excitement when | popped out to see them, as he let the children try on
the high vis jackets, carry the post bag and sit in his van! Thank you Mr Layton for spending time
with our Year 1s today.



Year 3 Cricket

On Wednesday | accompanied Mrs Smith and Mrs Wood to a cricket session at Barnard Castle
School. The children enjoyed developing their skills and playing some mini games. Well done Year
3!

Oases Visit

On Monday this week, Years 3 to 6 took part in workshops to gather their opinions and knowledge
of local wildlife. Their responses will be taken into account when our local council develop a Local
Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for the county. The Strategy will support the county’s diverse
range of landscapes and wildlife. It will include the creation of a local habitat map identifying the
most valuable existing wildlife areas and also map the areas that could be used for creating or
improving habitat for nature in the future, as well as a statement of biodiversity priorities which will
detail the habitats and species which are the most important for the county. In September the
children will learn which decisions have been taken, and how their input has shaped the decisions
made.

FOMS Summer Raffle

All children will have received 2 books of raffle tickets for the FOMS annual Summer raffle. Could
the completed stubs and money be brought into the school office as soon as possible, please return
any unwanted tickets.

School Music Concert

We would like to welcome the parents of children who learn Piano with Rosie, Brass with Mr
Bradshaw and Woodwind with Mrs Unwin to come into school on Tuesday 16th July at 2pm to
watch our school music concert.

Monty Does the Movies
A letter for this years ‘Monty Does the Movies’ performance has been distributed to all Year 3 to
Year 6 children today. Please return your request slip as soon as possible.

Attendance
Please find below this week’s attendance and the year to date attendance.

Class Attendance (%)
Reception 87.5

Year 1 91.7

Year 2 96.3

Year 3 95.3

Year 4 95.4

Year 5 93.3

Year 6 85.8

Whole School 92.4%

Dates for the Diary

June 25t Year 4 to Brightwoods

June 26t Year 2 Trip to Hamsterley Forest

July 2nd Nursery Sports Day

July 2nd Year 2 to Brightwoods

July 37 Reception — Y6 Sports Day

July 4t Year 6 to Brightwoods

July 9t Heavy Beat Brass Band visiting school
July 9t Year 3 to Brightwoods

July 12t Move Up Day

July 15t Monty Does the Movies rehearsal for Y3-6
July 15t Year 1 to Brightwoods

July 161 and 17t Monty Does the Movies at the Witham for Y3-6


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durham.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F30548%2FLocal-Nature-Recovery-Strategy&data=05%7C02%7Cc.minikin100%40montalbo.durham.sch.uk%7C84a80a6064e64bd82b5808dc913fc893%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638544950345761355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AzmKpbRhZpVNlo0SzQZbnFZRL2wX1VlLbYCBxxmwEqw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.durham.gov.uk%2Farticle%2F30548%2FLocal-Nature-Recovery-Strategy&data=05%7C02%7Cc.minikin100%40montalbo.durham.sch.uk%7C84a80a6064e64bd82b5808dc913fc893%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638544950345761355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AzmKpbRhZpVNlo0SzQZbnFZRL2wX1VlLbYCBxxmwEqw%3D&reserved=0

July 23 Leavers’ Assembly 9am and last day of term

Mr. C Minikin
Head Teacher

Please see the QR code for the School Lottery. The more players we have, the more we raise for the
school and the bigger the prize fund.




