June 14t 2024

Father’s Day Event

| hope that those of you who joined us today for the Father’s Day event had a good time. The wet
morning made setting up not the most pleasant job and | thank the children and staff who did this
for us. Thank you to FOMS for providing and serving the hotdogs! A great big thank you to Mrs
Bowron for coming up with many ideas to make these events so special!

Reception Visit to Hall Hill Farm

On Tuesday, Reception visited Hall Hill Farm, as part of their learning on ‘animals and their
habitats’. The children had a fantastic day. They met a lot of different animals and had the
opportunity to feed the sheep, goats and llamas, held the chicks, guinea pigs and rabbits and even
had a bumpy tractor ride around the farm. The children were full of excitement on their return and
behaved brilliantly! Thank you to the adults who helped out, it is greatly appreciated!

Enriched curriculum

Sometimes working in school it is hard to catch a breath, but on Tuesday afternoon for a few
minutes | had a chance to look around school as | begin to think about school improvement
priorities for 2024-25. The number of different and wonderful activities taking place was staggering:
we had Budding Botanist art workshops, Rosie the piano teacher was tutoring pupils;

Mr Bradshaw was working with different brass groups; Ben our sports coach was working with the
Year 6’s, Reception were at Hall Hill Farm, the magnificent boards were being worked on for the
community art project and classes were dancing for ‘Monty Does Movies’. Whilst there are always
things we can improve on, we have a lot to celebrate too!

Budding Botanists

The Art workshops mentioned above were great, following on from Eco Council’s and some other
Key Stage 2 children’s visit to Cowgreen. The children involved had the chance to work with a sound
artist using microphones and apps, a photographer using negatives and an artist to make visitor
guides. Well done to all involved.

Brightwoods
On Tuesday June 18™, it is the turn of our Year 5’s to visit Brightwoods. Please send your child in
suitable footwear and a waterproof coat on this day.

The Area SEND inspection for Durham Local Area Partnership

We have been asked by Jim Murray, Head of Education and Skills to share the following :

Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) are visiting to inspect the local arrangements for
children and young people with special education needs and disabilities (SEND).

Fieldwork will begin on 20 June 2024. Inspectors will commence onsite work from 24 June 2024 to
28 June 2024.

The Inspectors want to know about the help and support that children and young people with SEND
get and | am including the link for the 3 surveys to do this. What you tell them will obviously be
treated in confidence.

There are three separate surveys for:

Children and young people with SEND

Parents and carers of a child or young person with SEND

Practitioners working with children or young people with SEND in education, health or care services
Take the Area SEND inspection survey



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fofsted.smartsurvey.co.uk%2Fp%2FAreaSend%2F10310452&data=05%7C02%7Cc.minikin100%40montalbo.durham.sch.uk%7Ce9106959dc0e4d68d8f808dc8967530e%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638536324076336983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DVQBsRjTphQt1KjHIPh6OP062ReXcafW2w1DEkznRUc%3D&reserved=0

The survey links will be open from 10 June 2024 to 9am on 18 June 2024.
Find further quidance, Easy Read and more information about area SEND inspections on
GOV.UK.

Reception New Starters for September

On Wednesday June 19t Miss Lauder and the Reception team will be holding a transition
information session for parents/carers of children starting Reception in September.

The session will start at 3:30pm and is a great chance for parents/carers to get information about
what to expect, meet the team, ask questions and to explore the Reception classroom.

Where possible, we suggest that children stay at home, as it is more of an information sharing
session. However, if this is not possible, staff will be on hand to sit with the children. We are looking
forward to sharing this information with you and hope you can make it.

Attendance
Please find below this week’s attendance and the year to date attendance.

Class Attendance (%)
Reception 97.2
Year 1 86.3
Year 2 93.7
Year 3 93.0
Year 4 97.7
Year 5 89.2
Year 6 87.7
Whole School 92.4

Dates for the Diary

June 18th Year 5 to Brightwoods

June 19t Reception Transition Meeting for Parents/Carers
June 25t Year 4 to Brightwoods

June 26t Year 2 Trip to Hamsterley Forest

July 2nd Nursery Sports Day

July 2nd Year 2 to Brightwoods

July 37 Reception — Y6 Sports Day

July 4th Year 6 to Brightwoods

July 9th Heavy Beat Brass Band visiting school

July 9th Year 3 to Brightwoods

July 12t Move Up Day

July 15t Monty Does the Movies rehearsal for Y3-6

July 15t Year 1 to Brightwoods

July 16™ and 17t Monty Does the Movies at the Witham for Y3-6
July 23 Leavers’ Assembly 9am and last day of term
Mr. C Minikin

Head Teacher

Please see the QR code for the School Lottery. The more players we have, the more we raise for the
school and the bigger the prize fund.
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