
 

 

 

 

May 3rd 2024 
May Day 
This week we have enjoyed some drier weather for a change and it has been great to see the 
children on the school field, enjoying the larger area to play their games on. A reminder that 
Monday is a Bank Holiday and I hope the weather is kind over the weekend. We look forward to 
seeing the children on Tuesday May 7th.  
 
Educational Visits 
Today Year 5 set off for York for a series of Viking activities linked to their History topic. I hope they 
had a great day and I will let you know more next week.  
 
Next week our Key Stage 2 Eco Council plus some other children from Key Stage 2 visit Cow Green 
Reservoir as part of a local nature grant application. A reminder to bring wellies/old boots to 
change into and waterproofs are a good idea too. 
 
There are several more visits added to the dates for the diary with the remaining classes waiting for 
details to be finalised with the venues. Nursery will be arranging something slightly different and 
details will follow shortly.  
 
FOMS Family Night 
Thank you very much to FOMS for organising the Family Night last week and to those of you who 
supported the event. I heard that it was very well-attended and the children I have spoken to really 
enjoyed it.  
 
Nursery Roof Update 
Next week I am meeting with the project lead in a pre-start meeting to discuss the Nursery Roof 
replacement. I will share more details after Tuesday’s meeting and reshare the letter I sent out 
regarding the changes to classroom organisation and routes around school which we need to make 
during the project.  
 
Autism Central Coffee Morning 
We have been asked to share an opportunity for families and carers of autistic people to connect 
with each other and get advice and support from Autism Central staff. This group is suitable for you 
if you have a family member who is diagnosed/going through the diagnostic process/has been 
identified as having a need relating to autism, ADHD, sensory processing difficulties, anxiety and 
social communication differences.  
 
Bishop Auckland Family HUB, DL14 6QL 
24th May and 28th June 10am-12pm 

 
 
 
 



 
Rosie’s Piano Tuition 
Next week Rosie will visit school on Friday May 10th rather than her usual Tuesday session. 
 
Barnard Castle Meet 
As usual, we will be entering Barnard Castle Meet Procession. Some children asked me if they could 
still join our group, even if they were not attending the club which I agreed to. The theme is 
Barnard Castle through the Ages so we decided to go right back to the Stone Age so please dress 
your child accordingly. If you have any questions regarding this, please see Dr Blezard who is 
organising our group this year. 
 
Community Art Work 
Thank you to those families who have sent in plastic bottles tops for the Community Art Work at 
Whorlton Bridge. We will need hundreds so please keep sending them in – there is a collection box 
in the school foyer. Mrs Patterson and Mrs Bowron met with the site foreman this week and we will 
be starting these collaborative artworks soon.  
 
Attendance 
Please find below this week’s attendance and the year to date attendance. 
 
Class Attendance (%) 

Reception 96.9 

Year 1 98.1 

Year 2 97.3 

Year 3 95.0 

Year 4 93.0 

Year 5 96.9 

Year 6 98.6 

  

Whole School  96.4 

 
Dates for the Diary  
 
May 6th     May Day Bank Holiday 
May 7th    Eco Council Visit to Cow Green (Key Stage 2 only) 
May 13th – May 16th    Year 6 SATs 
May 14th                                                   Year 3 Trip to Oriental Museum  
May 17th     Teacher Training Day 
May 20th     Teacher Training Day 
May 21st      School reopens – Nursery, Reception, Y1 and 2 in new classrooms 

May 23rd                                                         Year 4 Trip to Binchester Roman Fort 

May 27th – May 31st    Whit Half Term Holidays 
June 3rd     Children return to school 
June 6th & June 7th                                 Year 6 Activities & Sleepover at the Hub  
June 10th - June 14th    Phonics Screening Check for Y1 
June 11th                                                  Reception Trip to Hall Hill Farm 
June 3rd – June 14th    Multiplication Test for Y4 
June 26th                                                  Year 2 Trip to Hamsterley Forest  
July 2nd     Reception – Y6 Sports Day 
July 3rd     Nursery Sports Day 
July 12th     Move Up Day  
July 15th     Monty Does the Movies rehearsal for Y3-6 
July 16th and 17th    Monty Does the Movies at the Witham for Y3-6 
   
Mr. C Minikin    
Head Teacher   
 



 
Please see the QR code for the School Lottery. The more players we have, the more we raise for the 
school and the bigger the prize fund. 

 
 


