May 10th 2024

Year 6 SATs

Next week sees our Year 6 children take their end of Key Stage statutory assessments. The children
have worked very hard in the run up to these and we are very proud of their attitude to learning.
Please could parents/carers of children in Year 6 ensure that the children are present and punctual
to ensure that next week goes as smoothly as possible. We look forward to having some well-
deserved lovely treats and experiences with our Year 6s in the coming weeks.

Exciting news!
Our Year 4 letters about the importance of a treaty for Antartica have reached Downing Street.
Please see a picture here.

Educational Visits

Year 5 had a brilliant time in York last Friday. They visited the medieval Barley Hall, DIG Experience
and The Jorvik Viking Centre. One of the highlights of the trip was taking the Jorvik Ride and
experiencing the sights, sounds and smells of the Viking Age! Year 5 even stopped off for a well
deserved ice cream before heading home.

Next week our Year 3 children visit the Oriental Museum as part of their Ancient Egypt history
topic.

Budding Botanists

On Tuesday Key Stage 2 Eco Council and some other Key Stage 2 children visited Cow Green
Reservoir as part of a Northland Heartlands grant. The children listened to the remarkable Dr
Margaret Bradshaw explain about how the changes to the climate and terrain after the last Ice Age
created the perfect conditions for the Teesdale Gentian and other rare plants to grow here. They
took part in some photography activities which will be developed further in art workshops later this
year.

Nursery Roof Update

This week, | met with a number of staff from Durham County Council and the roofing company
Apex, who have been contracted to carry out the Nursery Roof replacement. The plan remains the
same as my letter in February but | have a couple more details to share. | have reshared the letter
which gives parents/carers instructions on where Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be
taught and the drop off/pick up arrangements for these classes.

From Tuesday 215 May, the access path from the main entrance which goes beside and around the
Nursery will be blocked off with heras fencing which will stretch to the main office following the
line where the box hedge was. The contractor’s skip, welfare unit and storage container will go on
the grassed area in front of Nursery and the school offices.

Teacher training days
In order to make the above possible, a reminder that school will be closed for children on Friday
17t and Monday 20" May.

Barnard Castle Meet
As usual, we will be entering Barnard Castle Meet Procession. Some children asked me if they could
still join our group, even if they were not attending the club which | agreed to. The theme is


https://montalbo.durham.sch.uk/2024/05/10/2041-school/

Barnard Castle through the Ages so we decided to go right back to the Stone Age so please dress
your child accordingly. If you have any questions regarding this, please see Dr Blezard who is
organising our group this year.

Autism Central Coffee Morning

We have been asked to share an opportunity for families and carers of autistic people to connect
with each other and get advice and support from Autism Central staff. This group is suitable for you
if you have a family member who is diagnosed/going through the diagnostic process/has been
identified as having a need relating to autism, ADHD, sensory processing difficulties, anxiety and
social communication differences.

Bishop Auckland Family HUB, DL14 6QL
24 May and 28t June 10am-12pm

SCAN ME

Community Art Work

Thank you to those families who have sent in plastic bottles tops for the Community Art Work at
Whorlton Bridge. We will need hundreds so please keep sending them in —there is a collection box
in the school foyer. Mrs Patterson and Mrs Bowron met with the site foreman this week and we will
be starting these collaborative artworks soon.

Attendance
Please find below this week’s attendance and the year to date attendance.

Class Attendance (%)
Reception 90.9
Year 1 97.2
Year 2 94.2
Year 3 97.9
Year 4 92.1
Year 5 97.6
Year 6 94.9
Whole School 94.9

Dates for the Diary

May 13t — May 16 Year 6 SATs

May 14t Year 3 Trip to Oriental Museum

May 17t Teacher Training Day

May 20t Teacher Training Day

May 21 School reopens — Nursery, Reception, Y1 and 2 in new classrooms
May 23" Year 4 Trip to Binchester Roman Fort
May 27t — May 31°t Whit Half Term Holidays

June 3™ Children return to school

June 3 - June 14t Multiplication Test for Y4

June 6™ & June 7t Year 6 Activities & Sleepover at the Hub
June 10th - June 14t Phonics Screening Check for Y1

June 11t Reception Trip to Hall Hill Farm

June 14t Father’s Day Event (pm)

June 26% Year 2 Trip to Hamsterley Forest

July 2nd Reception — Y6 Sports Day

July 37 Nursery Sports Day

July 12t Move Up Day



July 15t Monty Does the Movies rehearsal for Y3-6

July 16" and 17t Monty Does the Movies at the Witham for Y3-6
July 23 Leavers’ Assembly 9am and last day of term
Mr. C Minikin

Head Teacher

Please see the QR code for the School Lottery. The more players we have, the more we raise for the
school and the bigger the prize fund.




