Hi Toby! So, what does
an ovthopaedic vet do?

| see dogs and cats with broken
legs, arthritic joints and sore
necks or backs, as well as
athletic animals with sprains and
strains. Once we have worked
out the reason why the animals
are lame or painful, we devise
the best way of treating each
one — this might involve special
medicines or operations.
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Have you always wanted to
be an ovthopaedic vet?

Like a veal—life superhevo,
ovthopaedic vet Toby Gemmill
puts broken pets back
together aftev an accident.
1 asked him what it’s like

to do his yob...

How do you wmend
broken bones?

Bones are wonderful in that,
if they are treated properly,
they will heal back to a normal
bone again, so animals can often
get completely back to normal —
even after quite bad breaks. We
sometimes put a plaster cast on
younger animals’ legs, just like
in children. But usually we do
operations to fix broken bones
with pins, screws and plates
that are attached to the
bone under the skin.
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Toby Gevwill is a specialist
w a small animal surgevy at
Willows Veterinary Centre

i Solikull, West Midlands.

How long do boves take
+o wend themselves?

What’s the trvickiest
case you«’Ve had to tveat?

We sometimes have to do some very tricky
operations. Recently, we saw a dog that had
had a broken bone in her knee since she was a
puppy. It was not possible to fix the break and make
the knee better, so we used 3D printing technology
to design an artificial knee. The operation to
fit the new knee took nearly five hours, but
the dog has recovered well and is now
able to go for walks again.

What a great Job!
How can 1 becowe 4 vet?

Becoming a vet is quite hard work;, but it's a very enjoyable
and satisfying thing to do, so it is definitely worth all the
effort. It is important to work hard at school as there is a

lot to learn, and it redlly helps to spend as much time as
possible working with animals on farms or in kennels. The
most important thing is to be sure you are doing it for the
right reasons — you have to like animals and their owners,
and be interested in the science of making the animals better.

© Launchpad Publishing Ltd 2018, illustrations © Clive Goodyer.



